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1. Background
(1) Although health is one of the main pillars of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), maternal, newborn and child health, in particular, has made the least progress. Every year, 8.8 million children die before their fifth birthday due to preventable and treatable causes. Neonates account for approximately 40% of the deaths. The number of people receiving life-saving antiretroviral therapy increased from 0.4 million in 2003 to 5.2 in 2009; however 4.5 million lives continue to be lost every year from HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.
(2) Japan has developed its five-year policy on global health between 2011 and 2015, to contribute to achieving heath-related MDGs. Japan, with other development partners, will provide effective and strategic assistance by identifying bottlenecks in achieving the goals.
2. Vision and Goals
(1) Vision 
Contributing toward global health is an integral part of Japan’s foreign policy strategy. In order to help achieve the MDGs through realizing human security, Japan’s new policy aims to deliver results effectively and efficiently by addressing bottlenecks.
(2) Goals
Japan will provide US$ 5 billion over the five years and will work to achieve the following objectives, across partner countries, in cooperation with other development partners.
· Save approximately 11.3 million children’s lives including 2.96 million newborns, as well as 680,000 maternal lives.
· Avert approximately 470,000 deaths by AIDS, 990,000 deaths by TB and 3.3 million deaths by malaria.
3. Main Pillars
(1)    Maternal, Newborn and Child Health i.e., MDG4: Reduce child mortality and MDG5:
Improve maternal health
Provide assistance focusing on addressing bottlenecks in the strengthening of health systems in order to reduce maternal and neonatal mortality, and provide effective assistance to reduce child mortality.
(2)    Infectious Diseases : HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria (MDG6): 
Scale up effective interventions through the Global Fund to fight against HIV/ADIS, tuberculosis and malaria.
(3)    Public Health Emergencies:
Provide support in response to global public health emergencies and health crises due to natural disasters and conflicts, thereby contributing to peace-building and community stabilization.
4.  New Approaches
(1)   Launch of “EMBRACE” -Ensure Mothers and Babies Regular Access to Care-
(A)  The EMBRACE is a new assistance model to save lives of mothers and children which aims to ensure the continuum of care from pre-pregnancy to childhood..
(B)   The EMBRACE ensures the delivery of a sequence of health services including antenatal care, neonatal care at facilities equipped with quality equipment and human resources, and immunization. It will deliver a more effective package of preventive and clinical interventions at both community and facility levels and create linkage between communities and facilities.
(C)   The EMRACE has been developed based on Japan’s own experience and technical discussions among international experts. Japan expects international stakeholders to take actions to improve maternal, newborn and child health in line with the EMBRACE model.
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(2)New Approaches
(A)   More Focus on Outcomes:
Most donors including Japan focused on the amount of financed input investments in the past. Japan will fulfill its accountability and demonstrate the number of lives saved together with the international community through strengthening monitoring and evaluation.
(B)   Strengthened Partnerships:
The International community is already equipped with sufficient knowledge and technologies to save millions of lives. It is indispensable to combine our resources and maximize the impact of development assistance to achieve the goals. Japan will also strengthen partnerships with developing countries, donor countries, academia, NGOs, civil society, as well as the private sector to fill the “know-do gap.”
(C)   Ensure Transparency:
Japan worked together with health professionals, international organizations and NGOs to ensure transparency and evidence-based approach formulating this new policy form. It will also ensure transparency in implementing the policy on the ground.
Full text of the policy: http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/un/index.html
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