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1. Background and Roles of our New Education Cooperation Policy 

Under its ODA Charter, Japan has emphasized cooperation in the education sector as one of the essential components for promoting human security. With only five years left until the 2015 deadline for achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the Education for All (EFA) goals, Japan remains committed to contributing to the attainment of these internationally agreed goals. From the broader perspective of Post-MDGs and Post-EFA, we will implement comprehensive cooperation in the education sector effectively and efficiently through a whole-sector approach in order to support the self-reliant development of partner countries.

2. Cooperation Philosophy and Goals 

The concept of ‘human security’ serves as an important notion that integrates three approaches in education: realizing human rights, sustainable development and world peace. Japan will advocate this philosophy for wider acceptance in the international community and actively promote educational cooperation as an indispensable component for realizing human security.

	Integrated Approach in Education Development and Human Security

	[image: ] Education for All as a Human Right　
Education builds a critical foundation that enables every individual to live with dignity.

 Education for Sustainable Development 
Education plays a crucial role for sustainable development and the attainment of other MDGs.

 Education for World Peace 
Education lays a foundation for peace by fostering understanding towards other people and a culture of cooperation.





	· 
	Japan will provide US$ 3.5 billion in the field of education in five years from 2011.
Through this contribution, Japan will help to create a quality educational environment for at least 7 million children (a cumulative total of approximately 25 million children).






3. Focus Areas 

(1) Quality Education for All 
There still remain 72 million out-of-school children, more than half of whom are girls. We will continue to actively support basic education to ensure that all children and youth not only have access to but also can complete quality education with sound learning outcomes under the concept of ‘School for All’. The concept aims to improve the learning environment comprehensively, working together with schools, communities and educational administration.
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(2) Education for Knowledge-based Society
Higher levels of learning and skills are indispensable in today’s knowledge-based global society for developing countries to advance their economic growth, international competitiveness and poverty reduction. Japan will provide support to leading polytechnic and public vocational training schools which will serve as core centers in each country. With the cooperation of Japanese universities, we will also promote the creation of regional networks in higher education within and among regions to address common and similar challenges in education by sharing the knowledge and experience of Japan and other countries. In addition, we will also promote to accept international students.

(3) Education for Peace and Security: Education in Conflict- and Disaster-Affected Countries
More than 25 million out-of-school children- about 35% of the world total- live in low-income countries affected by conflicts. In addition, a large number of children in countries affected by natural disasters such as earthquakes and tsunamis remain out of school. Conflict affected countries significantly lack human resources with the knowledge and skills necessary to reconstruct their countries. Japan will promote our support in education sector for peacebuilding with the aim of ensuring a seamless transition from emergency response to reconstruction and development. Specific interventions include: vocational and basic skills to facilitate reintegration and income generation of the most disadvantaged groups including ex-combatants and internally displaced people, life skills education such as disaster risk education and mine risk education, and literacy education and capacity-building projects for teachers in countries such as Afghanistan. 

 4.  New Approaches 

One of the Japan’s comparative advantages in education cooperation is its expertise and experience in delivering successful practice on the ground. We will contribute to improving education aid effectiveness through actively participating in the education policy consultation and development process in order to bring our field-based knowledge and experiences, acquired through our project implementation to policy and institutional reform. To this end, we will promote approaches for increasing effectiveness of our assistance by ensuring strategic application of aid resources, strengthening partnership with the international community, linking education with other development sectors, promoting a south-south cooperation and triangular cooperation, strengthening a result-oriented approach and forging partnership with actors in Japan.
（Full text of the policy: http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/un/index.html ）
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