The main points of the announcement by Prime Minister Taro Aso
10 June 2009
●
The world may sustain limitless damage from extreme weather and catastrophic floods if climate change were to be left unchecked. Addressing climate change is the responsibility of the current generation. 
●
Thorough expert analyses were undertaken in a comprehensive and scientific manner. The results were the six options, which were presented to the public and on which views were broadly sought.
●
There are three basic principles in considering the decision:
(1) Participation of all major emitters in the post-2012 framework and determination to show Japanese leadership;
(2) Making the environment and the economy compatible; and
(3) Achieving the long-term goal. --- In order to achieve the objective of halving the world's total GHGs by 2050, emissions need to peak by 2015 in developed countries and by 2025 in developing countries.
●
The Prime Minister chose the target of a 15 percent reduction from the 2005 level by 2020. 
 - It is an extremely ambitious target which would aim to achieve a 33 percent improvement in efficiency. This level of improvement would even exceed the 30 percent rise in efficiency at the time of the oil crises in the 1970's.
- Furthermore, the target is calculated on the basis of energy-saving and energy-conservation efforts as well as other domestic efforts. This target is based on “clear water” so to speak, meaning pure domestic reduction efforts. How to treat credit offsets and sinks will be considered during the course of the negotiations. 
●
The response by developing countries is also a major point of debate. Ensuring compatibility between growth and the environment is a serious challenge for those countries. Japan is ready to provide technical assistance to those developing countries which take part in the post-2012 framework in a responsible manner.
●
Japan will make utmost efforts to develop and promote widespread use of innovative technologies and nuclear power. Analyses show that combining such efforts with the attainment of the mid-term target will lead to a reduction in GHGs by about a quarter by 2030 and approximately 70 percent by 2050. Thus this mid-term target will pave the way to attaining Japan's long-term target of 60-80% reduction in 2050.

